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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -7 are allowed. 

The prior art an electronic camera comprising: an image-capturing element that 
captures an image of a subject and outputs image data of the captured subject image; a 
compression processing unit that implements a fixed-length compression on the image 
data so as to compress the image data within a specific range of a target code volume; 
a recording unit that records compressed data resulting from the compression 
implemented at said compression processing unit into a storage medium; a remaining- 
capacity detection unit that detects a remaining capacity of the storage medium; and an 
allowable upper limit setting unit that sets an extent to which said target code 
volume may be exceeded within a capacity range corresponding to said 
remaining capacity, wherein: said compression processing unit performs fixed-length 
compression on the image data while allowing said target code volume to be exceeded 
within said extent, as claimed in Claim 4. 

Claims 1 and 6 are substantially similar to Claim 4. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacqueline Wilson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7322. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm (alternate 
Fridays off). - 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Gart)er can be reached on (571 ) 272-7308. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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